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Under the auspices of the INQUA TERPRO 
Commission, the Peribaltic Working Group has 
organised the 2014 annual field symposium in Lat-
via; it was held from from August 17 to August 22. 
The organisers were Māris Nartišs (Chair), Māris 
Krievāns (Secretary), Aivars Markots, Evija Tērau-
da, Vitālijs Zelčs (all from the University of Latvia 
in Riga) and Juris Soms (Daugavpils University, 
Latvia).
The field symposium was attended by 54 partic-
ipants from 8 countries and was aimed at studying 
the regional Quaternary geology and palaeoecolo-
gy of Latvia in this part of the Peribalticum. It was 
highly interesting to compare the Latvian Quater-
nary geology with that of south-eastern Lithuania, 
about 400 km farther south, where the group met 
in the fall of 2013. In both years, the participants 
represented a truly international earth-science com-
munity, which stimulated exchange of ideas and 
discussions. 
After registration at the Faculty of Geography 
and Earth Sciences in Riga on August 17, the partic-
ipants moved to the Ratnieki Conference and Rec-
reational Centre of the University of Latvia (Līgatne 
municipality). The scientific part of the conference 
started there the next day with a field trip. 
The excursion led to the south-east, where the 
area near Daugavpils was visited. The participants 
were introduced into the history of the Lower Gau-
ja spillway valley at Sigulda and the Late Glacial 
and postglacial environmental changes of Lake 
Āraiši (Vidzeme Upland), the Triečupīte River val-
ley and the foreland of the Vidzeme Upland. At the 
4th stop, the internal structure of the third terrace of 
the Gauja River was shown (Fig. 1) and its genesis 
was discussed in quite some detail. Particularly in-
teresting were the discussions about soft-sediment 
deformation structures with a periglacial origin and 
those, in another layer, of possibly seismic origin. 
The participants then returned satisfied to Ratnieki.
The second day was devoted to presentations; 
these were held in the Conference Centre. A total 
of 13 oral and 23 poster presentations were deliv-
ered, which took the whole day. The various pres-
entations are all documented in a well prepared, 
full-colour abstract and excursion guide book of 
over 150 pages. After the intense presentations and 
discussions of this day, the participants had a more 
relaxed evening, when the official conference din-
ner was held.
During the morning field trip of day 3, the Vese-
lava end moraine in the north-west of the Vidzeme 
area (Fig. 2), the inland dunes at Smilškalni (Middle 
Gauja Lowland), the Madona-Trepe ice-marginal 
ridge at Smeceres sils (East-Latvian Lowland) and 
the glaciokarst kettles at Vietalva village were pre-
sented; this excursion day ended with a visit to the 
Upper Daugava spillway valley and the associated 
gully network at Vasargelišķi. The night was spent 
in the Dinaburg Hotel at Daugavpils.
During day 4 we visited, in the Daugavpils area 
(East-Latvian Lowland), a kame terrace in the Up-
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per Daugava depression and a recessional moraine 
ridge at the glacial depression of Lake Rāzna. The 
Late Glacial and Holocene development of Lake 
Rāzna were explained on the basis of biostrati-
graphical data. Finally, an inland dune-field land-
scape near Daugavpils was visited. 
Day 5 started with a presentation of the inter-
nal morphology and structure of the Lāči drumlin 
in the Zemgale drumlin field. In the surroundings 
of Baldone (central Latvian lowland) we were in-
troduced to the morphology and internal structure 
of a ribbed moraine and drumlin remnant. Unfor-
tunately, a sudden heavy rain shower with hail de-
stroyed the two well-prepared large profiles that 
had been prepared at this site. They gradually were 
destroyed while the participants tried to shelter un-
der a group of umbrellas; it was a blessing in dis-
guise, as many interesting discussions were started 
during this weather-forced close being together.
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Fig. 2. Latvian colleagues explain the internal structure of the Veselava end moraine in the Vidzeme area
Fig. 1. Participants of the excursion during a discussion about the origin of soft-sediment deformation structures at the 
Gauja River terrace close to Valmiera Town
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Annex: Abstract and excursion guide book
The printed abstract and excursion guide 
is available at the Faculty of Geography and 
Earth Sciences, University of Latvia, Rainis 
Blvd. 19, Riga, LV1586, Latvia. It is also availa-
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